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DEVELOPMENT AND ADOPTION OF THE SADC MODEL LAW ON CONSTITUTIONALISM AND RULE OF LAW

(SMLCR)

September — November 2026

DATE & EVENT STAKEHOLDERS ZOOM LINKS
TIME

3 Sep Virtual Consultation on the Draft Model Law on Constitutionalism and | MISA, SAEF, SAf-CNGO, | https://usO6web.zo
09:00-11:00 the Rule of Law with media, civil society, academia, gender and | other CSOs, WILSA, UN | om.us/meeting/regi
CAT women’s rights organisations, faith-based institutions, and traditional | Women, other UN | ster/lvd8fvKvOOWS

authorities. This includes the Media Institute of Southern Africa
(MISA), Southern Africa Editors Forum (SAEF), Southern African
Council of Non-Governmental Organisations (SAf-CNGO), other Civil

agencies, women’s
groups, FOCCISA, other
faith-based

kNuNelm-mw
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Society Organisations (CSOs), Women and Law in Southern Africa
(WILSA), UN Women, other UN agencies, women’s groups, the
Fellowship of Christian Councils in Southern Africa (FOCCISA), other
faith-based organisations, and traditional authorities. (Output 2.1.1
GIZ-ADA)

organisations, and
Traditional Authorities.

4 Sept Virtual Consultation on the Draft Model Law on Constitutionalism and | SADCLA, Bar/Lawyers’ | https://usO6web.zo
09:00-11:00 the Rule of Law with lawyers, magistrates, prosecutors, legal | Associations, ECF-SADC, | om.us/meeting/regi
CAT associations, and electoral and constitutional governance institutions. | EMBs, Human Rights | ster/vxqFyXU_QRSR
This includes the Southern Africa Development Community Lawyers’ | Commissions, Media | lfydwKUI3g
Association (SADCLA), national Bar/Lawyers’ Associations, members | Commissions, Offices of
of the criminal justice system, Electoral Commissions Forum of SADC | the Ombudsman/Public
(ECF-SADC), Electoral Management Bodies (EMBs), Human Rights | Protector
Commissions, Media  Commissions, and Offices of the
Ombudsman/Public Protector. (Output 2.1.1 GIZ-ADA)
7 Sept Virtual Consultation on the Draft Model Law on Constitutionalism and | SAYoF, Southern Africa | https://usO6web.zo
09:00-11:00 | the Rule of Law with young people and youth organisations, including | Youth Parliament, other | om.us/meeting/regi
CAT the Southern African Youth Forum (SAYoF), Southern Africa Youth | youth organisations, | ster/3d2MiHkVRgu
Parliament, other youth-led organisations, and the Southern Africa | SAFOD h11wNJOYulQ
Federation of the Disabled (SAFOD). This session aims to amplify youth
voices and promote inclusive participation in shaping constitutional
governance. (Output 2.1.1 GIZ-ADA)
8 Sept Virtual Consultation on the Draft Model Law on Constitutionalism and | Chief Justices of SADC | https://usO6web.zo
10:00-11:00 | the Rule of Law with the SADC Chief Justices Forum. This session is | Member States om.us/meeting/regi
CAT tailored to provide a focused and time-conscious engagement with ster/VkapMZPmRV-
Chief Justices on key constitutional and rule of law principles A9mBIKsQl A
embedded in the draft.
(Output 2.1.1 GIZ-ADA)
9 Sept Virtual Consultation on the Draft Model Law on Constitutionalism and | SATUCC, SADC | https://usO6bweb.zo
09:00-11:00 the Rule of Law with labour and business stakeholders. This includes | Chamber of Commerce, | om.us/meeting/regi
CAT the Southern African Trade Union Coordinating Council (SATUCC), | SADC Business Council, | ster/78geClaMRsSD
SADC Chamber of Commerce, SADC Business Council, cross-border | cross-border traders, and | Gyy6pCmzGQ
traders, and other labour and private sector organisations. The session | other labour and private
aims to gather perspectives on how the Model Law can support | sector organisations
democratic governance, accountability, and the rule of law in the
context of labour rights and economic participation. (Output 2.1.1 GIZ-
ADA)
10 Sept Virtual Consultation on the Draft SADC Model Law on | Members of the Technical | https://usO6web.zo

Constitutionalism and the Rule of Law with the Technical Working

Working Group (TWG)

om.us/meeting/regi
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09:00-11:00
CAT

Group (TWG). This session will take place after the broader stakeholder
consultations and will consolidate key feedback before engagement
with legal drafters from Member States. (Output 2.1.1 GIZ-ADA)

ster /AE79d-
R2R{fiBWOQaiitctUA

22-23 Sept
(Physical)

The regional physical meeting of legal drafters from Member States’
ministries of justice and parliaments comprehensively reviews the
Draft SMLCR, scrutinising its structure, language, and coherence;
aligns it with domestic and regional legal standards; and incorporates
key stakeholder input gathered during earlier consultations. The
drafters will ensure that the Model Law upholds core principles such
as judicial independence, constitutional review, access to justice, and
inclusive governance, and will recommend flexible legal formulations
to facilitate national adaptation. The session will ensure that the
SMLCR is technically sound and ready for presentation to the Joint
Sitting and the 60th Plenary Assembly. (Output 2.1.1 GIZ-ADA)

Legal Drafters from
Ministries of Justice and
National Parliaments

12 October
(Physical)

Presentation and validation of the Draft SADC Model Law on
Constitutionalism and the Rule of Law at a Joint Sitting of SADC PF
Standing Committees. This session, held in Johannesburg, South
Africa, will allow Members of Parliament to review the final draft and
formally validate the Model Law ahead of Plenary adoption. (Output
2.1.1 GIZ-ADA)

Joint Sitting of SADC PF
Standing Committees

23-25 Nov
(Physical,
Eswatini)

Presentation of the Draft SADC Model Law on Constitutionalism and
the Rule of Law to the 60th Plenary Assembly for formal approval and
adoption. (Output 2.1.1 GIZ-ADA)

60t Plenary Assembly
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